
Platform Statement 

My name is Michael Martyn, Owner of Pacific Rim Martial Arts Academy in Tigard, OR.  I have been 
involved in martial arts since 1982 and I have been involved with judo since 1985.  I reconnected 
with USA Judo in 2015 after becoming sole owner of our dojo and moving into our current 
location.  I believe strongly in the direction USA Judo is taking and have faith in current leadership 
to accomplish its goals for strengthening judo in the United States for both competitors and 
recreational judoka.  It is for that reason I applied to become a member of the Board of Directors 
last year, and am applying again this year. 

Since applying last year, our dojo has been busy supporting USA Judo in its desire to improve the 
technical excellence of its athletes as well as have access to world class training opportunities here 
in the United States.  Toward that end, I partnered with USA Judo to establish the International 
Training Center, with a focus on east asian influences.  Since inception we have hosted the 
following guest instructors: Mr. Yasuyuki Muneta (2x World Champion), Mrs. Tong Wen (Olympic 
and 7x World Champion), Mr. Changrim An (World Champion), Mr. Koji Komuro (2x World Masters 
Champion), Ms. Megumi Tachimoto (5x World Medallist), Mr. Kosuke Tanaka (All Japan Champion), 
Mr. Brian Olson (World Bronze Medallist), Mr. Ed Liddie (Olympic Bronze Medallist), and Ms. Kanae 
Yamabe (Olympic and World Bronze Medallist). It has been our honor to host these great 
champions and open up world-class training opportunities for recreational judoka and elite 
athletes.  As a member of the board, I hope to continue my work to bring high profile coaches and 
athletes to the United States to further USA Judo’s goal for the development of its elite athletes 
with an eye toward success in 2020, 2024 and 2028, when the Olympics come back home to Los 
Angeles.   

We also organize international study tours.  This year marked our fifth public tour to Japan and our 
first trip to Korea.  We have invitations to return to Korea as well as China and we are in the 
planning phases currently.  In addition, to this work, I hope to contribute to USA Judo’s current 
strategy of creating a world-class development model for coaches.  My own work with my 
consulting company (SISU Consulting Group) has afforded me the opportunity to partner with 
many world-class organizations in the design, build and deployment of leadership and coaching 
development programs.  The development of a standard and research-based development 
program is a challenging and exciting undertaking and I stand ready to help the organization in any 
way I can. 

Further, I would like to help expand judo in the United States, particularly for people of all ages.  
Our goal is not only to expose more people to the wonderful sport and art of judo, but to also 
develop curriculum and training methodologies that align with different demographics and allow 
people from the ages of 4 to 84 to continuously learn, feel inspired and challenged on a daily basis 
and experience judo as not only an Olympic sport, but also as a way of life.  To that end, we have 
partnered with a local school to teach judo as an elective with a focus on both the fundamentals of 



sport judo as well as self-defense.  We currently have 17 enrolled in our program from Junior High 
and High School ages.   

We have been working hard to find better ways to teach and engage older students and parents in 
our program as well as leverage the latest research on the development needs of children.  This 
has helped us achieve better demographic distribution with 34% of our student population under 
the age of 13, 20% between the ages of 13 and 20, 22% between the ages of 20 and 40 and 24% 
over the age of 40.  I hope to share what we have learned and continue to help USA Judo expand 
both its reach and impact on our communities and the nation. 

Finally, I would like to leverage my professional skills and my experience serving on other non-profit 
boards to help USA Judo continue its journey toward world-class as well as raise its brand 
awareness and funding sources.  With efficient operations aligned with a long-term strategy, 
combined with strong resources and a quality brand, I truly believe the sky is the limit for the 
organization and for judo in the United States. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Martyn 
Pacific Rim Martial Arts Academy 


